Town of Newton Grove
Meeting of the Board of Commissioners

May 11, 2026

A meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Newton Grove was held on May 11,
2026.

Present: Mayor Craig Warren, Mayor Pro-Tem Chris Raynor, Commissioner, Commissioner
Bartley Warren, Commissioner George Schwartz, Commissioner Alan Herring, and
Commissioner Cody Smith

Staff Present: Town Clerk Amanda Baggett, Deputy Clerk Dana Ellington, and Legal Lew Starling

1. Call to Order. The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.

2. Pledge of Allegiance and opening prayer.

3. Financial Review. Upon motion by Commissioner George Schwartz, seconded by
Commissioner Cody Smith, and passed by unanimous vote, the financial review was

approved.

4. Approval of Minutes. Upon motion by Commissioner Bartley Warren seconded by
Commissioner George Schwartz, and passed by unanimous vote, the minutes for April 13,
2026 were approved. Upon motion by Commissioner Alan Herring seconded by
Commissioner Bartley Warren, and passed unanimously, the minutes for April 20, 2026

were approved.

5. Resolution By Governing Body/Grant Funds. Upon motion by Commissioner Bartley
Warren, seconded by Commissioner Alan Herring, and passed unanimously, the resolution

was approved.

6. Resolution Authorizing Sampson County Tax Admin To Collect Taxes. Upon motion by
Commissioner George Schwartz, seconded by Commissioner Cody Smith, and passed

unanimously, the resolution was approved.

7. Reappointment of Margaret Jackson to ABC Board. Upon motion by Commissioner Cody
Smith, seconded by Commissioner Chris Raynor, and passed unanimously, the

reappointment was approved.



10.

11.

12.

2026-2027 Budget. Clerk Baggett presented the proposed budget and message to the
board. A public hearing will be held Monday, June 8, 2026.

Clerk Comments. See attached.

NGFD Contract. Clerk Baggett presented a letter that was sent to the Town of Newton
Grove from the State Fire Marshal’s office that the town is covered due to being in the
Newton Grove Rural Fire District. They do not need a contract. Any funds and agreement
will be a memorandum of agreement for funding.

Public Comment. Jean Simmons from the library came to announce they now do
passports. She also thanked the town for everything they do for the library. Lela Beasley
stated that she didn’t understand why the commissioners and the mayor were not taking
legal’s advice to meet with the fire department. She also stated the mayor had visited
several fire departments. She questioned why we weren’t taking legal advice and paying
an access of $4,000-55,000 in legal fees. Quenita Lee spoke about teen vaping. Curtis
Pierce encouraged the commissioners and the mayor to sign a one year contract with the
NGFD. Daniel Warwick thanked the community for all their support at their fundraiser.
He also stated that the fire department would only sign a three contract only if the town
gave them a 15% increase for 2027-2028 and 2028-2029. Keith Warwick stated he had
heard the board was going to sell the police tahoes and truck, but keep the new
explorer. He does not agree with this. Terrie Westbrook stated she thought the town and
the county purchased the Warren Britt property together. Lew Starling stated not to
count on tax reevaluations in the future. State legislation is trying to stop this.
Departmental Reports.

A. Street Department — Commissioner Chris Raynor. Commissioner Raynor reported no
issues with trash. We encourage citizens to let us know if you have a damaged trash can.
We will replace it. We are still repairing potholes in town.

B. Police Department — Commissioner Alan Herring. Commissioner Herring thanked the
Sampson County Sheriff’s office for their help. Still waiting for the contract from the
county.

C. Buildings & Grounds — George Schwartz. Commissioner Schwartz reported no

issues.

D. Public Works Department and Zoning — Commissioner Cody Smith. Commissioner

Smith reported that we are still working on minor repairs to WWTP.



E. Parks & Special Projects — Commissioner Bartley Warren. Commissioner
Warren reported May 17% is the senior parade. A tent revival is May 22-24 at the
park. The town received a letter from descendants of the Monk House hoping the

town would take ownership. This will be voted on next board meeting.

13. Mayor Comments. The town is working to try to come to an agreement with NGFD.

14. Adjournment.

TOWN OF NEWTON GROVE

Craig Warren, Mayor ATTEST:

Amanda Baggett, Town Clerk



Cash Balance Date Range: 6/2/2026 - 6/2/2026 10of1

s GL Account ; e Balance -
10-1010-0101 General Fund Cash $677,825.32
11-1010-0101 ABC Contributions $38,554.00
20-1010-0101 Water Fund Cash $418,395.94
30-1010-0101 Powell Bill Cash $87,326.96

{  $1,222,106.22

NC MUTUAL TRUST ACCOUNTS
GEN $529,348.19
W/s $279,839.16

STREETS $ 63,435.94

Town of Newton Grove Date: 6/2/2026 12:29 PM



5/11/26

CLERK COMMENTS:

1. Once the budget has been presented to the board it
is ready for the public to see. There will be copies at
town hall and on our website. There will be a public
hearing prior to the board voting on it on June 8, 2026.
You can make an appointment with the mayor and or a
commissioner or email your comments ahead of time,
or you can speak at the public hearing.

2. We did not miraculously find $19,000.00 to give the
fire department. We were able to budget for this due to
not having to pay police health insurance and
retirement.

3. The new tasers and body cams have been returned.
They were never put into service. And the contract has
been cancelled.

4. The town plans to sell the two Tahoe’s and the ford
truck.



5. We ask the public to refrain from going into the
kitchen and behind the counter. The clerks personal
belongings are there and the safe.

6. | cannot stress it enough or explain it enough, that
when the reevaluations were done by the county, that
saved the Town of Newton Grove from going bankrupt
and the state from taking over. We were put on the UAL
list and we are now off it as of 12/2024. Appropriated
fund balance (savings) was being used to make the
revenues equal the expenses. People were not being
made to pay water bills, trash, and taxes. People were
also not billed appropriately. The town could never
afford a third police officer, but had one for years. The
town did not get a raise if that’s what you would like to
call it. It was a saving grace for the Town.



