
Town of Newton Grove 

Meeting of the Board of Commissioners 

September 8, 2025 

A meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Newton Grove was held on September 
8, 2025. 

Present: Mayor Craig Warren, Mayor Pro-Tem Chris Raynor, Commissioner, Commissioner 
Bartley Warren, Commissioner George Schwartz, Commissioner Alan Herring, and 
Commissioner Cody Smith 

 
Staff Present: Town Clerk Amanda Baggett, Deputy Clerk Dana Ellington, Police Chief Warren, and 

Legal Lew Starling 
 

 
1. Call to Order. The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance and opening prayer. 

3. Financial Review. Upon motion by Commissioner Bartley Warren, seconded by 

Commissioner George Schwartz, and passed by unanimous vote, the financial review was 

approved.  

4. Approval of Minutes. Upon motion by Commissioner Cody Smith, seconded by 

Commissioner Bartley Warren, and passed by unanimous vote, the minutes for August 11, 

2025 were approved.  

5. Clerk Comment. Clerk Baggett addressed public comments made at the last meeting. All 

zoning and town ordinances are and have always been on our website. She proceeded to 

tell the public exactly how to find it on the website. Also wanted address a public 

comment made about the fluctuations in our bank account. A list of invoices was read to 

provide the reason for this. She informed the public that the town has bills each month. 

Also to remind the public not to interrupt the meeting. A time for public comment is given. 

This is something that is spoken about and taught at every Clerk meeting and class. It 

keeps the meeting professional and respectful. 

6. Resolution 25-01 Contract for Telemetry. Andrew White from the COG presented to 

resolution. Upon motion by Commissioner Chris Raynor, seconded by Commissioner 

Bartely Warren, and passed unanimously, the resolution was approved. 



7. Resolution 25-02 Control Panels. Andrew White from the COG presented the resolution. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Cody Smith, seconded by Commissioner George Schwartz, 

and passed unanimously, the resolution was approved. 

8. Public Comment. Denise Norris wants to know when water meters are read and if it is 

consistent. She also asked for a list of employees for the Public Works Department. She 

questioned the new police vehicle and if the upgrades to it that are needed were 

included in the budget. She also asked if the election sign up was posted at Town Hall. 

Terri Westbrook mentioned the building beside the ice machine in town needs cleaning 

up. She stated it was an “eye sore”. Bridget Rackley wants to know where to find the 

minutes from the meetings on the website. She also mentioned a dog on Church St. that 

needs to be investigated.   

9. Departmental Reports.  

A. Street Department – Commissioner Chris Raynor. Commissioner Raynor reported no 

issues with trash. We’ve had some drainage repairs done at the park. We have received a 

quote to repair one of our town streets. Having trouble getting others to answer. 

Commissioner Raynor provided the quote. Upon motion by Commissioner Cody Smith, 

seconded by Commissioner George Schwartz, and passed unanimously, the quote with 

option 2 was approved. This will be covered with Powell Bill Funds. 

B. Police Department – Commissioner Alan Herring. Commissioner Herring reported 

that Officer Ward completed his radar training. The parts for the new vehicle have been 

ordered. Chief Warren reported that the helipad is going well. He also reported that he 

applied for a $50,000 grant but was informed that money ran out fast. This would have 

helped us purchase radar signs and other equipment needed. He will apply for the next 

round. 

C. Buildings & Grounds – George Schwartz.  Commissioner Schwartz reported that 

the overhang at the library needs new vinyl. This was put in the budget and just 

waiting for color samples. 

D. Public Works Department and Zoning – Commissioner Cody Smith. Commissioner 

Smith reported we are waiting for the SCADA system to be repaired. We had a zoning 

meeting last week and Clerk Baggett reported that they went over the first 3 articles. 

Clerk Baggett is typing and working with Paul Embler to redo our ordinances instead of 

spending at least $30,000.00 for a company to do it. Someone approached 

Commissioner Smith about the Monk House if the Town would take it or if it is for 



sale. The Historical Society owns it. Clerk Baggett made sure to let everyone know that 

it is very unsafe to go into the house. Repairs have not been made in years, and has 

not been kept up. 

E. Parks & Special Projects – Commissioner Bartley Warren. Commissioner 

Warren reported the fall festival is scheduled for October 28th 5-7pm. We are 

inviting local churches and groups. The town will provide popcorn. Parks and Rec 

contacted Commissioner Warren about a water leak near the drain around the 

walking trail. We do plan to have another movie night, but no dates yet. 

 

10. Mayor’s Comments. Mayor Warren reported that the ditch behind Parkside has been 

cleaned out. He will be attending a flood mitigation meeting in Clinton about the 

flooding all through Sampson County. He also attended the economic meeting in 

Clinton. 

11. Adjournment. 
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